MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF
STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL

Held on Tuesday 12t February 2013
Commencing at 6.00 p.m.
In the Stables, Staveley Hall

Present: -

Councillor Dyke (Chair)

Councillor S. Bagshaw Councillor A. Hill
Councillor J. Barnett Councillor P. Hill
Councillor O. Cauldwell Councillor C. Ludlow
Councillor D. Collins Councillor J. McManus
Councillor L. Collins Councillor E. Tidd
Councillor H. Elliott Councillor J. Webley

In attendance: Graeme Challands i Town Clerk and Financial Officer
lan Haddock i Assistant Financial Officer
4 Members of the Public
1 Member of the Press

ACTION

540/12

541/12

542/12

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded them it was
being recorded.

PART |7 NON CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor Bacon - illness

Councillor Lang i work commitments

Councillor Parsons 1 Mayoral duties

Councillor Williams i recovering from an operation

COUNCILLORS NOT PRESENT
There were no Councillors not present.

CHAI R6S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair spoke to the letter distributed prior to the meeting from Brandon
Lewis MP DCLG.

This clarified that Councillors could speak and vote on the Budget without
declaring a Pecuniary Interest.
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Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 remained in force
and this prohibits Councillors who are in Council Tax arrears (by two or more
months) from voting on Budgets.

There was no legal issue regarding Councillors receipt of Benefits voting on
the Budget.

Councillor Elliott expressed the view that the issue of Councillors in receipt
of Benefits should not have been brought up.

VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS
With the agreement of Members present the Chair brought forward Item 8(b)
and invited Sgt. MclInulty to address the meeting.

Sgt. Mclnulty reported the good news that PCSO Sue Cooke was back at
work.

The crime figures for Staveley in January were 2 violent offences, no sex
offences, 1 domestic burglary, 2 non domestic burglaries and 2 thefts.

These figures were down on the January 2012 crime figures.
Councillors then asked a series of questions.

1 Is one violent crime an incident at the rear of Harleys
Potentially
1 Has there been any Anti Social Behaviour in Duckmanton

Sgt. Mclnulty pointed out he did not have a computer with him and if
Councillors wanted answers at the meeting they should forward the
guestions to him before the meeting and he would gladly give answers.
There had been an increase in Anti Social Behaviour everywhere over the
last two months, mainly due to snowballing. In Duckmanton there had been
problems at the new McDonalds.

Councillor A. Hill said Councillors were urging the public to report Anti Social
Behaviour to the Police not just Councillors.

Sgt. Mclnulty encouraged people not just to report Anti Social Behaviour but
they also needed to assist the Police i there was no point the Police walking
up to Duckmanton and the residents not saying anything.

Councillor Elliott asked her figures to ascertain crime trends in her area of
Duckmanton, Inkersall and Hollingwood.

On her way to the meeting she had seen a quad bike in Inkersall with no
lights and a number of people on it.

Sgt. Mclnulty responded that he had not had a report apart from in
Ringwood Park. He was not aware of any motorbike problem in general.
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He asked Councillor Elliott if she had got the registration number.
Unfortunately she had not been able to in the dark.

Sgt. Mclnulty was then asked about an arson attack in Pools Brook Country
Park. He responded that there was no information on the incident as there
was no CCTV and no eyewitnesses. The Birds Nest had been set fire to
and had been melted. As there were no witnesses and no evidence he felt
the Police could not do any more.

Councillor A. Hill felt CCTV should be extended to Pools Brook Country
Park. Sgt. Mclnulty felt the quality may not be good enough given low light
levels.

Councillor McManus emphasised the need for the public to help the Police.
Councillor Ludlow said Chesterfield Borough Council had done a Press
Release on the incident.

Mention was then made of other possible incidents.
The Chair thanked the Sergeant.
TO DETERMINE WHICH ITEMS, IF ANY FROM PART ONE OF THE

AGENDA SHOULD BE TAKEN WITH THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED
No items were so determined.

DECLARATION OF MEMBERS® | NTERESTS
a) There were no declarations by Members.

b) In the light of the advice from DCLG the Resolution was not proposed.

PRESENTATIONS
There were no presentations.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
a) John Morehen asked if there was to be a Staveley Town Council Coach
Trip this year i in his opinion it was a bad thing to cancel it last year.

Councillor A. Hill responded that there was not: extra funding had been put
into family oriented events like the Feast and Summer Activities. That
benefitted more children than the Coach Trip.

John Morehen replied that he did ng
decided.

The Chair closed the Public Speaking Session.
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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF STAVELEY TOWN
COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 8™ JANUARY 2013

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Staveley
Town Council held on Tuesday 8™ January be approved as a true record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY
MEETING OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 8"
JANUARY 2013

438/12 Ward Reports a)

Councillor A. Hill reported the litter problem had been cleared up later that
day.

TO CONSIDER THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE PLANNING AND
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD
ON MONDAY 30" JANUARY 2013

The Minutes of the Planning and Environmental Committee held on Monday
30" January 2013 were not yet available.

TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE LEISURE AND
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 16™ JANUARY 2013

It was RESOLVED that these be approved.

Councillor D. Collins said Councillor A. Hill had been present not Councillor
P. Hill.

Councillor Tidd pointed out the WWI Commemoration Working Party had not
been discussed at the Meeting.

The Town Clerk informed the meeting that progress had been made on the
Markham Pit Disasters proposals: a donation from Poolsbrook Welfare of
£25 had been offered.

Councillor A. Hill stated he wanted a simple plaque with no dates and no
names.

TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE OF STAVELEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 16™ JANUARY 2013

It was RESOLVED that these be approved.

TOWN CLERKGO6S REPORT I NCLUDI NG JOI NT
The Town Clerk had issued a written Report prior to the meeting.

My activities this month have been slightly affected by the weather. In




January, we had the Leisure and Community Committee and the Policy,
Finance and Publicity Committee.

On the 21 | met with the person operating Treasure Trails in Derbyshire
who has gone away to think about a Treasure Trail in Staveley town centre
based around Staveley Hall but in addition one based around Pools Brook
Country Park.

On the 22" | met with a contractor regarding the offer of the Modular
Buildings at Netherthorpe School. With Alan Mansell we paid a site visit. A
number of the buildings on offer were in the view of the expert in too poor a
condition to be moved. This left one large building that was fit to be moved.
However as there were no other buildings to offer the contractor as a quid
pro quo, the cost of moving the building was in the order of £7,000. It was
agreed at a later meeting with a number of Councillors that this was too
expensive to use the buildings at Middlecroft Allotment Site, there would be
a further cost for moving the buildings, expense on a base and other
improvement costs. It was felt it would be more worthwhile to provide a new
green building as previously outlined.

| was visited by the Chesterfield Borough Council Tree Officer regarding the
trees that have been felled over the past few years and their replacement.
We had hoped that the Heart of Staveley Project would have assumed
responsibility for this but as the future of the Project has still not been
determined, the trees have to be replaced legally this season. | am
obtaining quotes but current prices indicate each tree will cost between
£200-£300 plus planting costs. They are required to be a decent height so
cheap whips are not an option.

On the 25™ Staveley Shopwatch was launched. It is the brainchild of PCSO
Sue Cooke who deserves full credit for her dogged pursuit of funding and
agreement from partners to bring them to fruition. It should help in the fight
against shoplifting etc. in our town centre.

The agenda items on the Planning and Environmental Committee were
almost all affected by the news that the HS2 line was coming through
Staveley and an IMD was proposed.

The current proposals present a number of potential problems for our
communities but by working with partners | would hope we can turn these
into opportunities. There will be a great deal of work to do over the coming
months and years to influence the project.

| attended the Chesterfield Champions Breakfast on the 31%.

On the morning of February 1% | attended an event regarding the managed
motorway proposals for the M1 from J28 1 J31. This will begin later this
year and will undoubtedly affect Staveley. Again | will be working with
Members to ensure that any problems are reduced and possibly that we can
benefit from the proposals.
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In the afternoon | met with Councillors regarding the future of the Speedwell
Rooms.

As | write this | have not received the Chesterfield Borough Council Report
on Heart of Staveley Project. In the meantime as a result of the structural
survey we have had to carry out work.

1 To the gas pipes and central heating

1 To the wiring in the Hall (the electric heating in the Chamber was
condemned)

1 To the fire safety in the Hall

| am continuing to chase the Affordable Eco Homes Project.

Due to changes in the circumstances of the purchasers of Mastin Moor
Community Centre this may be fully completed earlier than originally
anticipated.

The operation of the Market has been affected by the problems with our
Garden Tractor. It was taken to a firm in New Whittington who advised it
needs a new engine. | am considering the options.

We have had more salt delivered for our grit bins. Not surprisingly it would
appear some grit has been taken that is not being used as intended.

We are investigating water usage at the Market.

| am investigating with Chesterfield Borough Council the costs of replacing
our van with a leased vehicle. | am investigating the costs of banking of our
alarms and trying to ascertain the costs of Learning Matters.

In the future | am meeting with Anthony Radford from Chesterfield Borough
Council regarding the Speedwell Rooms and with the Staveley Hall Bowling
Club.

The only additional information was that he had been invited to a Police
Meeting in Chesterfield to discuss Remembrance Day Parades in 2013.
Councillor L. Collins asked for information to be sent to her and Councillor
Bacon.

ACCOUNTS

a) The schedule of accounts paid since the last meeting
The Schedule of accounts paid by the Town Clerk and Financial Officer
was submitted, each account having been signed by two members of
the Council so authorised.

b) Statement of Income and Expenditure

Following the adoption of the revised Standing Orders under Standing Order
19(b) the statements of Income and Expenditure are to be provided on a
guarterly basis only.

c) Section 137 Appeals for Financial Assistance
No applications had been received.

GC




d) Budget and Precept .
A report by the Town Clerk including Briefing Notes was considered

BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2013/2014: CONSIDERATIONS

There are an unusual number of variable factors for Members to consider this year
when deciding on the Budget and Precept for 2013-2014.

Firstly though we need to report on 2012-2013. There are still two months left of the
financial year left. :

However we predict that:

Our income will be above the Estimates
Our expenditure will be below the Estimates
Accordingly we expect to end the year with a positive increase in our balances

of approximately £25,000.
We need to set the Budget for 2013-2014, before moving on to the Precept.

In setting the Budget we examine all our areas of expenditure and of income for the
past year and predict what will happen in 2013-2014.

Unknown factors include inflation — and that will vary as we can expect higher
inflation in such areas as utilities, in particular, energy costs.

Other unknown variable factors this year include:

*» Apotential pay offer to staff - the best guess is 1% [Wages have been frozen

for three years]
» Job Evaluation — our manual staff are paid substantially less than their

~ Chesterfield Borough Council equivalents.
* Living Wage — this Is currently £7.45 per hour. It is Labour Party policy to
introduce this. If introduced it would cost just under £12,000 per annum.
+ Staff Review
* Heart of Staveley - will The Stables Close, saving us expenditure
- will Staveley Hali close, saving us expenditure
- If so the impact on the Speedwell rooms with increased
usage
- If not the cost of repairs
» Allotment Costs — the requirement to carry out improvements
¢ Possible move to Leaming Matters

Myself and lan Haddock have gone through this year's figures as predicted with
Councillors D. Collins, A. Hill and Ludiow.

Agenda No....... K S(‘J ............




A Budget was selected that allowed for a modest growth in our activities to ensure
that the residents of Staveley continue to benefit from an improving Town Council,

Even though the services will improve the net increase in the Budget was only 2%
[inflation being around 3.5%].

A key negative aspect of our finances for a number of years has been our Reserves,

This issue should be addressed in part by Capital Receipts from the sale of part of
Staveley Town Allotments and of Mastin Moor Community Centre.

The capital receipts will in part be used for capital works on Middlecroft Allotments
and allotment provision in general (a legal requirement) and to establish a fund for

community projects at Mastin Moor.

The rest will stay as Reserves, as recommended by the Auditor. It is not advisable
to spend Reserves on current revenue activities.

Having established an acceptable Budget it resulted in the need to raise £338,216
from our Precept.

This is where a problem arose. The Government has made big changes to Council
Tax Benefit. It is highty complex but has affected our Council Tax base — it has
reduced it substantially. The Council Tax base was 5041.06 [Band D equivalent]. It

has been reduced to 3889.06

This change by the Government has affected all large Parish/Town Councils in
England badly. The advice of the Society of Local Council Clerks is to put the
Government's changes to one side when setting a Budget: they advise Councils set
the Budget they need for their communities.

In our case if Members agreed on the Budget proposed (an increase of 2%) which
suits Staveley, then the next step would be to tell Chesterfield Borough Council how

much we require them to collect as our Precept.

Because of the Government Changes to financing and the Council Tax base our
Budget increase of 2% results in a Counclil Tax increase of 8.6%. The 6.6% extra is

due to the Government’s changes.
| appreciate the headline percentage looks high.

When we examine it in actual money It would mean Band A Council Tax Payers in
Staveley who currently pay £43.85 would have to pay from 2013 £47.60 per year.

This equates to £0.91p per week per household — an increase of £0.07p per week.

To put it in perspective, the price of an ordinary cup of coffee at Morrisons is £1.05
s0 a precept of £0.91p per week is less than a cup of coffee per week, between the

whole of the household.




Eric Pickles, Minister of Local Government is urging Counclls to set a zero increase.
He is also threatening to “cap” the Precept raising powers of Parish and Town
Councils in the future.

This presents a danger to Staveley Town Council. If Staveley Town Council follows
the instructions of Eric Pickles and reduces the rise to 2% or less then that may well
give rise to problems in future years if a cap is then introduced as our Precept will be

that much lower as a starting point.
The staff have o remain politically neutral and so we cannot contribute to a debate

on how any rise may be interpreted by any other political party. Currently we are not
aware of which, if any, political parties are active in the Staveley Town Council area,

It shouid be bomne in mind that of the rise proposed only 2% is a result of the Town
Council - all the remainder is due to the actions of this Government,

As well as the proposed Budget | also attach

1. SL.CC Advice Note
2. Chesterfield Borough Council note from Barry Dawson
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